Purpose and need

Purpose Statement

Provide high quality rapid, reliable, and efficient peak and off-peak LRT service to communities in the
project corridors as defined in ST3.

Improve regional mobility by increasing connectivity and capacity through downtown Seattle to meet the
projected transit demand.

Connect regional centers as described in adopted regional and local land use, transportation, and
economic development plans and Sound Transit's Regional Transit Long-Range Plan.

Implement a system that is consistent with the ST3 Plan that established transit mode, corridor, and
station locations and that is technically feasible and financially sustainable to build, operate, and maintain.

Expand mobility for the corridor and region’s residents, which include transit dependent, low income, and
minority populations.

Encourage equitable and sustainable urban growth in station areas through support of transit-oriented
development, station access, and modal integration in a manner that is consistent with local land use
plans and policies.

Preserve and promote a healthy environment and economy by minimizing adverse impacts on the
natural, built and social environments through sustainable practices.




Evaluation criteria

> 17 criteria consistent in all levels of evaluation

* Reliable service » Financial sustainability
« Travel times  Historically underserved populations
* Regional connectivity  Station area local land use plan

consistency
* Modal integration
« Station area development opportunities
* Environmental effects
» Traffic operations
* Economic effects

« Transit capacity

* Projected transit demand

« Regional centers served

« ST Long-Range Plan consistency
« ST3 consistency

« Technical feasibility



Measures and methods

> 50+ quantitative and/or qualitative measures

> Rating thresholds for High, Medium and Low

> Key differentiators and findings
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